April 5, 2013

Senator Lois Wolk

Chair, Committee on Senate Governance and Finance

State Capitol

Sacramento, CA  94816

RE:  SB 323 (Lara)

Senator Wolk:

I am a volunteer writing on behalf of the California Inland Empire Council, Boy Scouts of America to state our opposition to SB 323, which seeks to remove certain California tax exemptions enjoyed by any California youth serving organization which exercises its Constitutional right to set membership standards.

The Boy Scouts of America (“BSA”) operates under a Congressional Charter and “in order to accomplish its purposes and to carry out its programs” the BSA grants charters to local councils to deliver the Scouting program over specifically prescribed geographical areas.  There are 23 chartered councils in California, including the California Inland Empire Council, and these councils together serve about 180,000 youth in California to instill the values of the Scout Oath and Law, thereby developing Character, Citizenship, and Fitness.  I am sure many of the Senate members and their families have enjoyed and benefited from the programs we operate.  As part of our program, Scouts undertake and give leadership to a multitude of community services projects annually…  Over 1.2 million hours in California Eagle Scout projects alone.
You also may not be aware that in addition to serving boys from the first grade through age 18 in Cub Scouts, Boys Scout, and Varsity units, chartered councils in California also serve 23,000 young men and women age 14 to 21 in Venturing units in California.

Like most organizations, the Boy Scouts of America is continually and carefully reviewing its programs and policies to assure it remains true to the values of Scouting and is relevant to the community and the youth being served.  To that end, the National Council of the BSA is working to develop a resolution that may likely result in changes to the BSA membership standards for consideration by the voting members at its annual business meeting this May.  At this time, nobody knows what that resolution will be, as there is a major effort underway to understand the nature and implications of any potential change.
Regardless, the councils and units operating in California are required to adhere to all BSA policies, rules and regulations and may not set policies different from the National Council.

Removal of any California tax exemptions would simply hurt the youth we serve.  Camp and activities fees would increase to offset the increased expenses, and our outreach to economically challenged youth would be particularly compromised.

I have no doubt that it is the intent of the sponsors of this bill to positively impact youth in California; unfortunately, it is likely to have the opposite effect for issues that are beyond our control.  We therefore respectfully ask that SB 323 not be passed out of your committee.
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