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[bookmark: _GoBack]Dear Name, 

It’s a proven fact – SCOUTING WORKS!  Scouting’s goal is to prepare young people to succeed in life.  For three years (2012-2015), a research team from Tufts University measured the character attributes of 2,000+ Scouts and non-Scouts – all with a goal of better understanding the character development of youth as it was happening.  
The project, which was funded by the John Templeton Foundation and led by Richard M. Lerner, PhD, surveyed the data.  In the beginning, there were no significant differences in character attributes between the two groups.  After 2.5 years of research, the differences were striking in the following six key areas:  Cheerfulness, Helpfulness, Kindness, Obedience, Trustworthiness and Hopeful Future Expectations.  There were no significant increases reported among non-Scouts. 
Scouting plays a significant role in the lives of 15,960 youth here in Riverside and San Bernardino counties.  We are committed in extending our programs to more youth in all parts of our council territory. Through collaborative efforts with other organizations, Scouting reaches out to underserved and at-risk youth. Now more than ever, we must instill in our youth the values learned in Scouting. 
 I hope that you will join me in supporting the California Inland Empire Council, Boy Scouts of America.  Please take into consideration that it costs $162 to serve one Scout per year.  All of the funds raised stay right here in our community and support these vital programs. 

I hope we can count on your support today!  Please got to www.bsa-ciec.org/FOS2017 or fill out the attached Friends of Scouting Card and e-mail it to veronica.whitman@scouting.org.  

Thank you very much for considering this important matter.  Together we can make a powerful difference in the lives of our youth. 

Yours in Scouting,



Your name
Title




